River Otter’s
Adventure

by Linda Stanek
illustrated by Shennen Bersani

River Otter’s
Adventure
When a young river otter sneaks into a zoo,
she wonders if she should be more like some
of the other animals she meets. She wants a
trunk like the elephant or to be loud like the
gorilla… By imitating and comparing herself to
these other animals she learns to appreciate
herself. Educational components are woven
throughout this fun, read-aloud story to extend
the learning, making it a perfect book for a
wide variety of ages.
Arbordale Publishing offers so much more than
a picture book. We open the door for children
to explore the facts behind a story they love.
The For Creative Minds includes
• Basic Needs and Living and Nonliving Things
• North American River Otter or Sea Otter?
• North American River Otter Adaptations
Visit www.ArbordalePublishing.com for free
resources and support: teaching activities;
quizzes; reading levels; and alignment to
Common Core, NGSS, and state standards.
Thanks to David Hamilton, General Curator at
the Seneca Park Zoo for verifying the accuracy
of the information in this book.
Arbordale’s interactive ebooks read aloud
in both English and Spanish with wordhighlighting and adjustable audio speed.
Available for purchase online.
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From the award-winning
team that brought you
Once Upon an Elephant,
CBC Children’s Choice
Book Award 2017

As an early and middle childhood educator, Linda
Stanek wants to inspire young learners, including
children with written language disabilities, to write
about things that excite them. Her own passion
for teaching children about the importance of each
link in the natural world provided the inspiration
for River Otter’s Adventure. Linda has also
written Cheetah Dreams, Night Creepers, and
Once Upon an Elephant (CBC Children’s Choice
Book Award) for Arbordale. Linda has two grown
sons and lives in Ohio with her husband and
feline family members. Visit her website at www.
lindastanek.com.
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Shennen Bersani is an award-winning illustrator
with 2 million copies of her books cherished and
read by children, parents, and teachers throughout
the world. Her art delivers heartfelt emotion, the
wonders of nature and science, and creates a
unique joy for learning. Some of Shennen’s other
illustrated works include Night Creepers; Cheetah
Dreams; Animal Partners; Astro: The Steller
Sea Lion; Home in the Cave; The Glaciers are
Melting!; Once Upon an Elephant (CBC Children’s
Choice Book Award); Salamander Season; Sea
Slime: It’s Eeuwy, Gooey and Under the Sea;
The Shape Family Babies; and Shark Baby for
Arbordale. She is also the author and illustrator
of Achoo! Why Pollen Counts. Shennen lives with
her family near Boston. Visit her website at www.
shennenbersani.com.
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Baby otter shook the water from her fur, bounded
up a mossy hill, and headed toward the zoo.

Zoo

“I like being an otter, but
today I’ve decided to be . . .

“An elephant? Excuse me? Now, be gone!”

“. . . a trunk-swinging elephant!”

Elephant

STAMPING
STOMPING
“Being an elephant was fun, but I think I’d miss the
claws on my feet that diggity-dig in the riverbanks.

SWINGING

“So now I’ve decided to be . . .

TROMPING

“A naked mole rat? Ridiculous! Remove yourself.”

“. . . a pink naked mole rat!”

Naked Mole Rat

DIG
SHOVEL

PUSH DIRT
TUNNEL

“Being a naked mole rat was fun, but I think I’d
miss my fuzzity-fluff fur that keeps me toasty in the
winter, and dry while I splash and swim.
“So now I’ve decided to be . . .

“. . . a big, tundra musk ox!”

“A musk ox? Outrageous! Now mosey on!”

Musk Ox

WARM
WOOLY
COZY
SNUGGLY

“Being a musk ox was fun, but I think I’d miss
my gurglety-slosh riverside home, where lunch
waits just outside my door.
“So now I’ve decided to be . . .

For Creative Minds
This section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner of this book for
educational, non-commercial use. Cross-curricular teaching activities for use at home or in
the classroom, interactive quizzes, and more are available online.
Visit www.ArbordalePublishing.com to explore additional resources.

Basic Needs and Living and Nonliving Things

North American River Otter or Sea Otter?
Many people get confused between North American river otters and sea otters.
Use the information in the chart to identify which images are North American river otters or
sea otters.

A.

B.

C.

Like all living things, North American river otters have basic needs that must be met where
they live. Basic needs include oxygen to breathe, water, food, and shelter from predators
and the environment.
In all habitats and ecosystems, living things rely on both living things and nonliving things
to survive. Can you identify which things found in a river otter’s habitat are living and which
are nonliving?
River otters live around freshwater rivers, streams and lakes, called the “riparian zone.”
Some even live around brackish (a mixture of salt and freshwater) salt marsh areas or
coastlines. They cannot live in pure saltwater like the ocean but can “visit” pure saltwater
areas. They move around well on land and in the water.
While these otters sometimes make their homes in abandoned beaver lodges or hollow
trees, they usually dig a den in the soft dirt along a river bank and line it with grass, leaves,
and fur. They build lots of tunnels to get in and out of their dens.
North American river otters mostly eat other animals but will also eat some plants. They
eat almost any other small animals they find living near them including fish, crayfish, crabs,
snails, turtles, frogs, insects, small rodents, birds, rabbits, ducks, and even snakes.
Like all mammals, river otters breathe oxygen from the air. If they are in the water, they
come to the surface to breathe. If the water is frozen into ice during the winter, they make
holes so they can come up to breathe. They can hold their breath for up to four minutes and
can dive down 36 feet (11 meters).

Answers: Basic Needs: Oxygen: air, water: fresh or brackish, food: most small animals found in their habitat and some
plants but not trash, shelter: dens
Living things: animals and plants they eat, they line their dens with grass, leaves, and fur.
Nonliving things: freshwater, dirt, oxygen in air

North American River Otter
favorite foods: fish, crabs, frogs, crayfish,
snails, rodents, birds
usually eats on land
swims with webbed feet
swims belly down
gives birth on land
multiple pups born at a time
lives in fresh or brackish water, will travel
into salt water
often comes on land and can move easily
rests in dens on land
main predators are alligators, bobcats,
coyotes, wolves
lives all over the US and Canada

one of 12 different river otter species found
all over the world
member of the mustelid, or weasel, family

Sea Otter
favorite foods: sea urchins, crabs, clams,
shrimp, fish
eats while floating on its back
swims with hind feet and tail
floats on its back
gives birth in the water
one single pup born at a time
lives in salt water
rarely comes on land and is clumsy
rests in water, may wrap itself in kelp
main predators are orcas and sharks
lives off the coasts in the North Pacific
Ocean from California to Alaska and the east
coast of Russia
only otter species that lives primarily in
ocean (salt) water
member of the mustelid, or weasel, family
Answers: A-river otter; B-sea otter; C-river otter

North American River Otter Adaptations
All animals have adaptations to help them live and survive in their habitat.
Some adaptations are parts of their bodies (physical).
Other adaptations are the way they do things (behavioral).
Can you figure out which of these adaptations are physical or behavioral?

A river otter’s tail is almost half of its total length. It’s thick
and muscular, and by swishing it, the otter pushes forward
in the water.
River otters’ flexible spines allow them to turn quickly
and move with great speed in the water. They are so
flexible that they sometimes swim in tight circles, creating
whirlpools that bring their food to the surface for them.

River otters have claws on their feet. These help otters grip
in slippery mud or in snow or ice. Their claws also help
them dig the tunnels that make their dens.

River Otters’ thick whiskers help them feel around
underwater.

Otters’ webbed feet help push them through the water,
making them fast swimmers.

A river otter’s thick fur keeps it warm. When swimming, a
river otter’s skin stays completely dry. That’s because its
fur catches air in it, keeping the water away from its skin.
When a river otter swims, air bubbles escape from its fur,
leaving a trail behind it.

River otters have a third, clear, eyelid called a nictitating
membrane. It protects the otter’s eye and allows it to see
while swimming.
Not only that, their eyes can change shape underwater to
help them focus.

River otters sometimes make a snorting sound to alert
others to danger.

River otters’ ears and nostrils close tight to keep water
out while they swim.

A frightened river otter can let out a scream that is so loud
it carries a mile and a half over water.

Physical: claws & webbed feet; thick fur. Behavioral: making sounds

Physical: all of the above

To Rebecca, who believed in my writing before I did, and Allie, one of the great joys of my life. — LS
Dedicated to my grandson, Henry Manley. While doing the research for these illustrations Henry and I visited
the North American river otters at the Stone Zoo, Stoneham, MA. I also visited the playful otters at Buttonwood
Park Zoo, New Bedford; the Capron Park Zoo, North Attleboro; and the Blue Hills Trailside Museum, Milton; all
in Massachusetts. Inspired by the otters swimming, I became a Red Cross certified lifeguard. — SB

If you enjoy this book,
look for other Arbordale books that may be of interest:

Thanks to David Hamilton, General Curator at the Seneca Park Zoo and the North American River Otter Species
Survival Plan Program Leader for the Association for Zoos and Aquariums for verifying the accuracy of the
information in this book.
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