
Long ago, the Old Ones were bad. They 
drank all the water, ate all the pine nuts, and 
left nothing for the other creatures. Sinawav 
the coyote punished them by turning them 
into rocky hoodoos. Now when children 
misbehave, their Paiute elders remind 
them that they too could be turned into 
stone columns! Vivian has heard the stories, 
but this year as she and her grandmother 
climb the mesa to pick pine nuts, Vivian 
has something more important on her 
mind: basketball tryouts. When Vivian is 
disrespectful to the trees and the land, her 
grandmother must remind Vivian of the 
legend of the hoodoos and how nature has 
made it possible for her people to live.

For Creative Minds

Learn more about the rocks that inspired this story 
in the book's For Creative Minds Section. Topics 
include: 

• Paiute Culture and History
• Water Shapes the Rock
• Hoodoos

The learning doesn’t have to end on the final page. 
Find teaching activities, quizzes, and resources online.

This book has been vetted for accuracy by Dr. Larry 
E. Davis, Education Outreach/Geologist at Bryce 
Canyon National Park and Glen Rogers and Clarence 
John of the Shivwits Band of the Paiute Indian Tribe 
of Utah. 
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Classification Information

This book will appeal to kids of any age. Young readers 
will find the book perfect for the following reading levels:

• Accelerated Reader: TBD
• Lexile: 580
• Fountas and Pinnell: P

Bisac Codes include: Juvenile Fiction
•  JUV011040- People Places / United States / Native 

Americans 
•  JUV012040- Fairy Tales & Folklore / Adaptations
•  JUV029000 - Nature & the Natural World / General

For educators, Arbordale has aligned this book to 
Next Generation Science Standards, Common Core 
and all individual state standards this information is 
free and available on the book page, too! 

Curriculum Connections
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Listen to the sounds 
animals make on 
the African savanna 
throughout the course of 
a day.

A furry kamik sails 
off a sled, perfect for 
Tuktuk’s burrow. Now 
he must outwit animals 
to keep it.

Gopher to the 
Rescue

After Mount St. Helen’s 
erupts, how does 
Gopher help bring life 
back to the mountain?

Sounds of the 
Savanna

Tuktuk: Tundra 
Tale
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