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When did you become interested in writing?

Well, back in elementary school I was already 
designing book covers for stories I’d written in 
the hopes that someday I would be a published 
author.  So I’ve been interested in writing for a 
long time!

The thing is, I think that if you love 
reading, you really can’t help but 
get into writing.  I also think if you 
love animals and nature, you really 
can’t help but want to protect the 
environment.  It just happens. 

When are you most creative? 

I’m my most creative when I’m either 
bored or out in nature.  

Being bored is great, because it opens up space in 
your brain for new ideas.  So the next time you’re 
bored, think of it as a chance to come up with a 
really cool story or an art project or a dance or 
make up a game or whatever you like to do.  

When I’m out in nature taking a hike or camping, 

it opens up space in my brain in the same way.  
I also think fresh air and quiet are essential 
ingredients for creative writing, which nature of 
course has lots of both.  

What inspired you to write Little Gray’s Great 
Migration?

Who could believe it: we have this 
amazing animal that travels 10,000 
miles a year, right by all these major 
cities and millions of people, that 
nearly went extinct twice but is now 
thriving, and somehow there isn’t a 
picture book about it?!  I felt both 
lucky that somehow no one had 
written a book just about the gray 
whale, but desperate to tell their story 
so that more people would learn 

about them and even better, go see the whales for 
themselves.  You see the ocean differently once 
you’ve seen a whale in it. 

What is most rewarding and/or challenging about 
writing children’s books?

Writing for kids is an awesome challenge, because 



you have to make your story super engaging and 
super short at the same time.  My first draft of 
Little Gray’s Great Migration was really long:  I 
put so many 
details and 
so much 
science in 
there.   I 
couldn’t help 
it!  I’d been 
researching 
gray whales 
like crazy 
and there 
were so 
many 
fascinating 
things about 
them I felt 
I needed to 
share with 
readers.  

But as I started cutting Little Gray’s Great 
Migration, what happened is the heart of 
the story and who Little Gray is started 
to surface – and the whole thing got 
much stronger.  At the end of the day, you 
have to write a story where the reader is 
dying to know what happens next.  Then 
hopefully they’re inspired to learn even more.

What do you hope that children and parents will 
get out of reading Little Gray’s Great Migration?

I’ve spent countless hours whale watching and 
talking with visitors about whales as a winter 
wildlife docent at Point Reyes National Seashore.  
I love teaching people how to whale watch and 
about the thousands of migrations happening 
right below the waves by whales.

Plus, what’s a really fun family activity that 
teaches a kid patience, focus, perseverance, and a 
love of nature?  Whale watching!  

If you’ve never spent a morning or 
afternoon whale watching, there’s nothing 
like it.  You basically relax, stare at the 
waves, and wait.  At first, it’s hard to know 
what to look for and can be frustrating.  
And of course, the whales do things at 
their own pace on their own timelines, so 
there are never any guarantees.

But when you finally see one – and you 
will, if you put in the time during the 
right time of your – you can get addicted!

That’s because there 
is something simply 
incredible about 
seeing an animal 
that big in the vast 
ocean.  It makes 
you appreciate the 
size of both, and 
especially how far 
animals will go to 
meet their needs in 
terms of food and 
breeding.
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