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John Himmelman has written and/or 
illustrated over 60 children’s books; several 
of which are award-winning books. Most of 
John’s books stem from his obvious passion 
for animals and nature. When John isn’t busy 
writing or illustrating his books, he is involved 
with the Connecticut Butterfly Association, 
and the Killingworth Land Conservation Trust. 
He also leads nature walks and gives natural 
history lectures throughout the country and he 
works with schools by offering special science 
observation programs, and teaches courses 
on children’s book writing. John says he has 
never lost his love of reading and ends each 
day curled up in bed with a good book!

Tudley, a pond-living painted turtle, adopts other 
animals’ behaviors, behaviors they use to help 
them survive, simply because he doesn’t know he 
can’t! Tudley flies like a bird, sings like a katydid, 
hops like a frog, and glows like a firefly. He uses 
all his special behaviors to help other animals. Will 
Tudley’s new friends help him when he needs help?

It’s so much more than a picture book . . . this book 
is specifically designed to be both a fun-to-read 
story and a launch pad for discussions and learning. 
Whether read at home or in a classroom, we encour-
age adults to do the activities with the young children 
in their lives. Free online resources and support at 
www.ArbordalePublishing.com include:

• For Creative Minds as seen in the book
   (in English & Spanish):    

° Fun Facts about:
- Painted Turtles  - True Katydids
- Fireflies   - Leopard Frogs
- Ruby-throated Hummingbirds

° Crafts:
- Make sugar water for hummingbirds
- Make a “hopping” Tudley

• Teaching Activities:
      ° Reading Questions ° Mathematics
      ° Language Arts   ° Geography
      ° Science   ° Coloring Pages
• Interactive Quizzes:  Reading Comprehension,   
   For Creative Minds, and Math Word Problems
• English and Spanish Audiobooks  
• Related Websites
• Aligned to State Standards (searchable database)
• Accelerated Reader and Reading Counts! Quizzes
• Lexile and Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels

eBooks with Auto-Flip, Auto-Read, and selectable 
English and Spanish text and audio available for 
purchase online.

Thanks to James White, Associate Director Land & 
Biodiversity Management of The Delaware Nature 
Society and Co-author of Amphibians & Reptiles 
of Delmarva, and to Jim D’Angelo, Director of the 
Sterling Nature Center for checking the accuracy of 
the For Creative Minds section.



Tudley was a young turtle who lived in a great big  
pond. He and all the other turtles liked to spend the 
warm summer afternoons lying in the sun. It was 
nice being a turtle in the sun.  

One afternoon Tudley stretched out on a rock and 
watched a hummingbird build its nest. The bird 
dropped a piece of lichen and it landed next to Tudley.   



He looked down at the shocked faces of turtles 
below. “Did you know that turtles can’t fly?” he 
called down. They all just nodded.

“I’ll get that,” said Tudley. He picked up the lichen and 
flew up to the nest. 

“Here you go,” he said to the hummingbird.

“What did you just do?” asked the bird.

“I brought you your lichen,” said the turtle.

“But turtles can’t fly,” said the bird.

“They can’t?” said Tudley. “I didn’t know that.” 



That night as Tudley was resting from a long day 
of flying from here to there and there to here, he 
watched the fireflies glowing in the dark. Then he 
heard a tiny little “plip.” A firefly had fallen into the 
water beside him. Tudley fished him out. 

“Thank you,” said the firefly, “but now I am too wet 
to fly and everyone will be going home soon.”

“I will call for help,” said Tudley. He lifted his tail 
in the air and made it glow bright green. “Blink, 
blink, blink,” went his tail as he signaled to the 
other fireflies.



One of them landed next to the turtle. “How did 
you do that?” he asked. 

“Do what?” asked Tudley. 

“Make your tail glow,” said the firefly. “Turtles can’t 
make their tails glow.”

“They can’t?” said Tudley. “I didn’t know that.” 

He looked at the other turtles who had gathered 
around him. Their mouths hung wide open.

“Did you know our tails don’t glow?” he asked. 
They all just nodded their heads.



The next morning, a tadpole swam up to Tudley. 

“Look,” said the tadpole. “I’m growing feet!” 

But then the tadpole looked sad. “I wish I could 
show my mom,” he said. 

“Where is she?” asked Tudley. 

“Out hopping in the meadow,” said the tadpole.

“I will find her,” said Tudley. 



There are 21 different kinds of hummingbirds in the United States. 
The bird in this story is a Ruby-throated hummingbird, the only 
hummingbird found in the northeastern United States. Males have 
shiny red feathers on their throats. They flash the bright colors 
to attract females. Their nests are often built near or over water 
and are made from spider webs, thistle, and dandelion down with 
the outside covered in lichen. Hummingbirds feed on nectar from 
flowers. They sip the sweet juice with a long tongue.

If you would like to see them up close, you can buy a hummingbird 
feeder. Hang the feeder near a window (so you can watch from 
inside). Fill the feeder with sugar water.

Here’s how you make it: with the help of an adult mix 1 part sugar 
and 4 parts water. Boil the water and then mix in the sugar. Let it 
cool. This can be stored for up to two weeks in your refrigerator. 
Feeders should be cleaned about every 3 days during warm weather 
to prevent spoiling of the sugar water.

Fireflies

Leopard frogs are amphibians. The word amphibian means 
“two lives.” One part of that animal’s life is spent in the water. 
The other part is spent on land. When an animal changes form 
as it grows, it is called metamorphosis. 

Frogs begin as eggs. The eggs hatch into tadpoles, or 
pollywogs. Tadpoles breathe under water through gills. They 
eat algae, dead plants, and animals. Back legs appear in time. 
Over the next few weeks the front legs appear. The tadpole 
grows larger and looks more and more like a frog. The tail 
slowly gets absorbed into the body, helping to feed the young 
amphibian while it is changing from a water-breathing animal 
to an air-breathing animal.

When the new froglet leaves the water, it still has a little stump 
of a tail left. It spends a few weeks around the water as it is 
growing up. If it is a leopard frog, it will then hop off to the 
nearest grassy meadow but will return to the water to mate 
and lay eggs.

The For Creative Minds educational section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner 
of this book for educational, non-commercial uses. Cross-curricular teaching activities, interactive quizzes, 
and more are available online. Go to www.ArbordalePublishing.com and click on the book’s cover to 
explore all the links.

For Creative Minds

Tudley is a painted turtle. All turtles are reptiles. Reptiles have scaly 
skin, breathe air, and usually lay eggs. When a reptile hatches, it 
looks like a miniature version of the adult who laid the egg.

Reptiles are “cold-blooded,” which means their bodies are warmed 
or chilled by the air or water around them. Painted turtles love to 
bask in the sun to get warm. Sometimes they lie with their arms 
and legs spread out (almost as if they are trying to fly). It takes 
them a while to warm up.

The shell offers a turtle protection, and a painted turtle can tuck 
its head, legs, and tail inside of it. Some turtles, like the box turtle, 
can completely close its shell. A sea turtle cannot pull in its head or 
flippers at all.

Painted Turtles

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds

Fireflies are not flies, but beetles. They are also called 
“lightning bugs.” Both names call attention to the fact that 
they glow. Not only do most adults blink with a bright, yellow-
green light, but the larvae and eggs can glow as well. Turn off 
the outdoor lights on a warm summer night and watch their 
show. You will notice some blinking in the air and some on the 
ground. The ones in the air are usually males who are trying to 
get the females to notice them. The females stay on the ground 
and flash their lights when they see a male they like. The male 
sees her signal and flies down to her.

Leopard Frogs



(a)

(b) (c)

Food for Thought: Would a turtle really be able to hop? Why or why not?
Creative Sparks: Draw a picture of or write a story about an animal that borrows other animals’ 
behaviors or adaptations.

The katydid in this story is a True Katydid. These insects are 
related to grasshoppers but they live up in the trees. They look 
like the leaves they live in and feed upon. This helps to keep them 
hidden from hungry birds and other animals.

The males call all night long in the summer and fall. The females 
call, too, but not as much. The sound of a true Katydid’s call is 
what gave all katydids their name. Some say it sounds like, “Katy-
did......katy-did.” You can make a scratching sound similar to a 
Katydid by scraping a fingernail over a comb.

Copy, trace, or download (www.ArbordalePublishing.com) the three figures. Color in the 
top shell (carapace) and the bottom shell (plastron). Cut out the figures. Fold the strip 
of paper to make a spring. Tape or glue one end of the folded paper to the top of Tudley 
and one end to the bottom. Give his shell a tap and watch him hop!

Make a hopping Tudley!

Includes 3 pages of 

learning activities.

Look for more free activities 

online at 

www.ArbordalePublishing.com

True Katydids If you enjoy this book, 

look for other Arbordale books that may also be of interest:




