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Shennen Bersani is an award-winning 
illustrator with 2 million copies of her books 
cherished and read by children, parents, 
and teachers throughout the world. Her art 
delivers heartfelt emotion, the wonders of 
nature and science, and creates a unique 
joy for learning. Achoo! Why Pollen Counts 
is her grand debut as a children’s picture 
book author and focuses on some of her 
favorite elements of nature. Shennen’s 
illustrated works include Animal Partners; 
Sea Slime: It’s Eeuwy, Gooey and Under 
the Sea; Shark Baby; Home in the Cave; 
Astro: The Steller Sea Lion; The Glaciers 
are Melting!, The Shape Family Babies; 
and Salamander Season for Arbordale. For 
more resources on pollen, bees, bears, and 
butterflies please visit Shennen’s website: 
www.thechildrenspollenbook.com

Spring has arrived and pollen is in the air. Baby 
Bear does not like the pollen—it sticks to his fur 
and makes him itchy and sneezy. He’s allergic! 
Achoo! He just wishes the pollen were gone. When 
his friends gather to tell him why they need pollen, 
Baby Bear learns that pollen is good for the forest 
and provides food for many animals, including 
him! Pollen might be something we all love to 
hate, but can we really live without it? This story 
explains why we need it. 

Animals in the book include: bear, honeybee, 
ladybug, snow owl, spider, vole, and zebra 
butterfly.

It’s so much more than a picture book . . . this 
book is specifically designed to be both a fun-to-
read story and a launch pad for discussions and 
learning. We encourage adults to do the activities 
with the young children in their lives both at home 
and in the classroom. Free online resources and 
support at www.ArbordalePublishing.com include:

• For Creative Minds as seen in the book 
   (in English & Spanish): 

° Ah—Achoo! Understanding Allergies
° Flower Parts
° The Pollination Process
° Pollinator Matching
° Bees: The Great Pollinators 

• Teaching Activities (to do at home or school):
° Reading Questions  ° Math
° Language Arts  ° Science
° Coloring Pages

• Interactive Quizzes: Reading Comprehension, 
   For Creative Minds, and Math Word Problems
• English and Spanish Audiobooks 
• Related Websites
• Aligned to State Standards, Common Core & NGSS
• Accelerated Reader and Reading Counts! Quizzes
• Lexile and Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels

eBooks with Auto-Flip, Auto-Read, and selectable 
English and Spanish text and audio are available 
for purchase online.

Thanks to Dr. Alan Graham, Curator of 
Paleobotany & Palynology at Missouri Botanical 
Garden’s Center for Conservation and Sustainable 
Development, for reviewing the accuracy of the 
information in this book.
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“Achoo! Achoo!” Baby Bear sneezed. He rubbed his 
itchy, watery eyes, and sniffled his runny nose. Baby 
Bear lumbered out of his den into the warm, spring 
air. His fuzzy, black fur glistened in the morning 
dew. A coat of yellow dust covered the forest 
outside his home.



“Yuck! Icky! Why am I so sticky?” 
huffed Baby Bear. He stretched 
his sleepy muscles by rolling in 
a golden field of clover.



Valerie Vole poked her head out of her burrow. “You 
rubbed pine pollen on your fur,” she said. “You have 
an allergy. Achoo! Achoo! I’m allergic to pollen too.” 
Valerie sneezed as she scurried back underground. 



“I don’t like pollen!” bellowed Baby Bear as he 
scratched his face and rubbed his fur along 
the rough bark of a pine tree. “It’s messy. It’s 
itchy. It makes me—ah, ah, a-choo—sneeze! I 
wish there was no such thing as pollen.”



A. B. C. D. E.

This For Creative Minds educational section contains activities to engage children in learning while making it fun at the same time. The activities 
build on the underlying subjects introduced in the story. While older children may be able to do these activities on their own, we encourage 
adults to work with the young children in their lives. Even if the adults have long forgotten or never learned this information, they can still work 
through the activities and be experts in their children’s eyes! Exposure to these concepts at a young age helps to build a strong foundation for 
easier comprehension later in life. This section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the owner of this book for educational, non-
commercial uses. Cross-curricular teaching activities for use at home or in the classroom, interactive quizzes, and more are available online. Go 
to www.ArbordalePublishing.com and click on the book’s cover to explore all the links.

For Creative Minds Flower Parts

Pollen comes from flowers and is part of the life cycle in flowering plants. Flowers have 
many different parts that work together to make seeds that will grow into new plants. Match 
the description of the flower part to the image below. 

1. The stem supports the flower’s weight and connects it to other parts of the plant. 

2. At the base of the flower are sepals. The sepals look like small green petals. They 
protect the flower bud before it opens. 

3. The petals are often bright and colorful to attract pollinating insects and other animals.

4. In the middle of the petals is a single, vase-shaped pistil. Inside the pistil are several 
ovules. After pollination, the ovules will grow into seeds.

5. The pistil is surrounded by long, thin reeds called stamens. The stamens make pollen. 

Ah—Achoo! Understanding Allergies

Our bodies have all kinds of systems to keep us healthy. We have systems to help us 
breathe, see, taste, and many more. The immune system’s job is to protect the body from 
sickness and infections. When you have a fever, your immune system is fighting to rid your 
body of a sickness. You might think of your immune system as a superhero that lets good 
cells in but fights to keep bad ones away.

Sometimes the immune system gets confused and thinks that some cells are bad that really 
aren’t. Some of these confusing cells, called allergens, come from pollen, bee venom, mold, 
or even animal fur.

When the superhero immune system tries to prevent these allergens from getting into your 
body, you might have an allergic reaction. Like a fever, that is just the immune system’s way 
of protecting the body. 

Sometimes the allergic reaction is like the 
super hero going on the offensive . . . the 
immune system tries to push the allergens 
out of the body. A runny nose, watering 
eyes, vomiting, sneezing and coughing are 
all ways that the immune system tries to 
push the allergens out of the body. These 
reactions can be annoying and you might 
not feel well, but they won’t hurt you.

If the super hero immune system goes on the 
defensive, it might shut down your throat or 
airways to keep the allergens from getting 
into your lungs. While that might keep the 
cells out of your lungs, it can also keep you 
from breathing. If this happens, you need to 
get medical help immediately. 

Answers: 1-D. 2-B, 3-C, 4-E, 5-A

A flower produces pollen. Wind, water, or animals carry the 
pollen from one plant to another. If the pollen lands on a 
flower from the same species of plant, it joins with the ovule 
and becomes a seed. 

The seed needs space to grow. Wind, water, or animals carry 
it to a new place. The seed plants its roots and begins to 
sprout as a seedling. 

As the seedling grows, it becomes a mature plant. This plant 
will soon produce flowers of its own. 

The Pollination Process



Pollinator Matching Bees: The Great Pollinators

A. honeysuckle

B. saguaro cactus flower

C. goldenrod

D. morning glory

E. butterfly milkweed

Ruby-throated hummingbirds flap 
their wings 40-80 times each second. 
This helps them hover in place over a 
flower. They use their long beaks to 
reach into deep, funnel-shaped flowers 
and drink the nectar. 

Regal fritillary butterflies like 
flowers that grow in large clusters, 
giving them enough room to land. 
They prefer bright red, yellow, or 
orange flowers. 

Hawk moths are most active at dawn 
and dusk (crepuscular). They like to 
drink from blue or purple flowers. 

Soldier beetles are often found on 
yellow flowers. Yellow flowers are a 
source of food and a social meeting 
place for the beetles. 

Lesser long-nosed bats sleep in the 
day and are active at night (nocturnal). 
They prefer white or pale flowers that 
open at night and are easy to see in 
the moonlight.

A pollinator is an animal that helps spread pollen from flower to flower. Some animals only 
like certain types of flowers. Read about the pollinators below and match each animal on the 
left to the flower they prefer on the right. Answers are below.

An ecosystem is made of all the living and nonliving things in an area. All of the things in 
an ecosystem are connected. Some species, called keystone species, play an important 
role in the life of the ecosystem. The keystone species helps other plants and animals live. 
If something happens to a keystone species, the whole ecosystem suffers. If the keystone 
species disappears, the ecosystem might even collapse.

Honeybees are a keystone species. When a honeybee lands on a flower, 
pollen sticks to her body. The bee carries this pollen to other flowers. 
By taking pollen from flower to flower, bees help the plants produce 
seeds. These seeds will grow into new plants. Honeybees pollinate more 
than 15% of all flowering plants. Without bees, these plants would have 
a hard time making seeds to grow new plants. Animals that eat plants 
(herbivores) and animals that eat both plants and animals (omnivores) 
depend on bees because they need new plants to eat. Think about it: 
If something harmed the bees, how would that affect the plants and 
animals that depend on bees?

People eat food from plants pollinated by bees. Bees help plants like almonds, apples, 
broccoli, carrots, chocolate, coffee, grapes, onions, peaches, tangerines, and tomatoes. 
Many people eat meat, and even our meat depends on bees. Cows, chickens, and other 
livestock eat plants so they can grow. Many of these plants are pollinated by bees. Think 
about it: If something harmed the bees, how would that affect people?

For the last ten years, many bees have been dying all around the world. In North America, 
a third of all honeybee colonies have disappeared. This is called Colony Collapse Disorder. 
Scientists are studying to find out why this is happening and how to stop it. For now, here 
are some things you can do to help honeybees:

1. Don’t kill honeybees or hurt their hives. Most honeybees 
away from their hive will not sting unless you step on them 
or handle them roughly. Honeybees near the hive may sting 
if they think the hive is in danger. 

2. Avoid putting pesticides or other chemicals on your lawn 
and in your garden.

3. Plant flowers! Find out what kinds of flowers grow best in 
your area. You can plant different kinds of flowers all year 
round. These flowers make nectar for honeybees to eat. 

4. Bees need water to drink. Set up a small basin or birdbath 
filled with water. Place a few rocks in the basin so the bees 
have a dry place to land. This water will help bees and other 
thirsty animals.

Answers: 1-D. 2-E. 3-B. 4-A. 5-C. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Includes 4 pages of 

learning activities.

Look for more free activities 

online at 
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The “For Creative Minds” educational section may 
be copied by the owner for personal use or by 
educators using copies in classroom settings.

If you enjoy this book, 

look for other books illustrated by Shennen Bersani

My research for this book brought me outside, to living forests of New England, and inside, to quiet halls of 
the Harvard Museum of Natural History. I went to see live black bears in Lincoln, NH, at Clark’s Trading Post; 
busy honeybees in their active hive at the Museum of Science, Boston, MA; and had close encounters with 
fluttering Zebra Longwing butterflies at Magic Wings Butterfly Conservatory in South Deerfield, MA; and at The 
Butterfly Place in Westford, MA. My heartfelt thanks to my supportive family . . . I love you all.—SB

Thanks to Dr. Alan Graham, Curator of Paleobotany & Palynology at Missouri Botanical Garden’s Center for 
Conservation and Sustainable Development, for reviewing the accuracy of the information in this book.
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