


Zoos are amazing places to see and learn about the
many native and exotic animals that inhabit this
world. Some animals are plentiful while others are
threatened or in danger of extinction. Zookeepers
not only feed and care for these animals, they
may also be helping to conserve and protect
whole species through breeding and “head start”
programs. Follow the extraordinary duties of these
unusual animal helpers in this behind-the-scenes
photographic journal.

Many of the animals featured in this book are
endangered and threatened species, including:
chimpanzee, colobus monkey, Coquerel’s sifaka,
cougar, polar bear, red panda, rhinoceros, snow
leopard, and trumpeter swan.

This is so much more than a picture book! This
fun-to-read story is a launch pad for learning
and discussion, at home or in the classroom. We
encourage adults and children together to explore
the activities in the back of the book and on the
book’s homepage. Free online resources and
support at ArbordalePublishing.com include:

- For Creative Minds as seen in the book
(in English & Spanish):
* Building a Zoo Habitat
° Wildlife Conservation
* True or False
* Zookeepers, Zoologists and Veterinarians

- Teaching Activities (to do at home or school):

* Reading Questions * Math
° Language Arts * Geography
° Science

- Interactive Quizzes: Reading Comprehension,
For Creative Minds, and Math Word Problems

- English and Spanish Audiobooks

- Related Websites

- Aligned to State and Core Standards

- Accelerated Reader and Reading Counts! Quizzes

- Lexile and Fountas & Pinnell Reading Levels

eBooks with Auto-Flip, Auto-Read, and selectable
English and Spanish text and audio are available
for purchase online.

Award-winning nature author Jennifer Keats
Curtis is frequently found among students and
teachers, talking about literacy and conservation.
In addition to the Animal Helpers series, Baby
Owl’s Rescue, and Turtles In My Sandbox for
Arbordale, some of her other recent titles include
Osprey Adventure, Saving Squeak: The Otter
Tale and Seahorses. Jennifer resides in Maryland
with her family and a wide variety of pets. Visit
her website at www.jenniferkeatscurtis.com.

Thanks to the following zoos and photographers

for their stories, photographs, and knowledge:

* John Gomes and Patrick Lampi, Alaska Zoo

* Patti Clark, Austin Zoo & Animal Sanctuary

* Jeff Bill, Robyn Johnson, and Carey Riccardone,
Maryland Zoo

* Brint Spencer and Jason Fantuzzi, Turtle Back Zoo

Books in this series include:

* Animal Helpers: Wildlife Rehabilitators

° Animal Helpers: Sanctuaries

° Animal Helpers: Zoos

° Animal Helpers: Aquariums (future title)

* Animal Helpers: Raptor Centers (future title)

Jennifer Keats Curtis

by Jennifer Keats Curtis with
Patti Clark, Jason Fantuzzi, John
Gomes, Robyn Johnson, Patrick Lampi,
Carey Riccardone and Brint Spencer




Only in a zoo can you see rhinos,
antelopes, and giraffes of Africa

before visiting big polar bears
splashing through icy waters.




Zoos are safe, permanent homes for native and
exotic animals. Some zoo animals are plentiful
in the wild. Others are endangered. People who
work in zoos feed and care for wild animals.
They may help conserve and protect a whole
species. They also teach visitors about these
animals and perhaps even what can be done to
keep them from becoming extinct.




Would you like to
be a zookeeper?




'I'r" .F .

Could you give am se a bottle
- orteach alamb to ‘ leash?




For Creative Minds

The For Creative Minds educational section may be photocopied or printed from our website by the
owner of this book for educational, non-commercial uses. Cross-curricular teaching activities, interactive
quizzes, and more are available online. Go to www.ArbordalePublishing.com and click on the book’s

cover to explore all the links.

Building a Zoo Habitat

Zookeepers work to provide animals in zoos with habitats best suited to their needs. All
animals need space, food, water, and shelter, but habitats with these same four elements

may look very different.

This Komodo dragon has plenty of
space to move around and lots of
objects for climbing. Do you

think that a Komodo

dragon needs more

or less space in his

zoo habitat than

a giraffe?

Rhinoceroses love

water. Rhinos

drink the water

and swim in it.

Some animals

need lots of water

for swimming and

playing. Others don’t

like water, except to

drink. Who do you think needs more
water in their zoo habitat: a lion or a
polar bear?

A thick piece of meat is a tasty treat
for this arctic fox. But, zoo animals
don’t eat the same meals. Who would
eat a bale of hay:
an elephant or a
cheetah? Which
animal do you
think would rather
eat fish: a seal or
a chimpanzee?

A leafy tree
provides shelter
for this red
panda. The thick
leaves provide
shade from the
hot sun. Can

you think of other

kinds of shelters that
different animals need in their zoo
habitats? What does a lamb need?
What does a bat need to roost?
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Some animals are at risk of becoming extinct. When a species becomes extinct, there are
no more of that animal anywhere in the world. Conservation status indicates whether a
species is at risk of becoming extinct.

Zookeepers help conserve and protect whole species
through teaching, research, and breeding programs.

To keep local and exotic creatures safe, zookeepers LC—Least Concern:

offer “chats” to teach visitors about animals’ habitats A species that is not currently at risk
and threats. “Citizen science” programs allow people of becoming endangered.

to gather data about issues affecting local species.
For example, participants may count frogs in a certain
pond. Volunteers may also work with the zoo staff to
build or repair areas where animals can safely nest
and find ways to help young salamanders or turtles
safely cross roads.

NT—Near Threatened:

A species that may become
endangered in the near future.

Some zoos also work with experts to breed threatened

or endangered animals. The babies are released VU—Vulnerable:

into the wild or moved to different zoos to continue A species that will soon become
teaching visitors about the animals. endangered unless people do

Zoos also support important conservation efforts something to change the situation.

worldwide. Some zoos raise money and work with
organizations that provide habitats for animals to . .
roam. They help hire guards to prevent poaching. _EN_ Endangered:
Elephants, tigers, apes, and giant pandas are some A species in trouble. It may become
animals supported by these zoos and organizations. extinct if people don’t help.

Some zoos rescue and care for injured or orphaned
animals until they can be released back into the wild CR—Critically Endangered:

or another home may be found. A species in dire trouble. It is

likely to become extinct without
immediate help.

Many of the animals featured in this book are
endangered and threatened, including: chimpanzee,
colobus monkey, Coquerel’s sifaka, cougar, polar
bear, red panda, rhinoceros, snow leopard, and
trumpeter swan.

EW—EXxtinct in the Wild:

A species that only lives in captivity.
The species still exists only because
people take care of it.

trumpeter swan chimpanzee
Status: Endangered Status: Endangered



True or False

Only exotic animals live in zoos.
Baby zoo animals may be fed through a bottle.
Zoo animals play with toys.

1

2

3

4. Some animals are born at the zoo.

5. Zookeepers teach tricks to the animals in their care.
6
7

Keepers always go into adult animals’ enclosures to care
for them.

8. Zoos may serve as home for an orphaned animal until
another home can be found.

9. In hot weather, zoo animals might snack on a Popsicle®
or other icy treat.

10. Zookeepers are the same as zoologists.
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Zookeepers want mother animals to care for their babies.

Zookeepers and zoo veterinarians both care for zoo animals.
They often work together to keep the animals healthy or to give
them medicine if they are sick.

Zookeepers take care of exotic and native animals that live in
the zoos. They might take care of one species or many animal
groups: amphibians, birds, fish, insects, mammals, and reptiles.
They prepare food, make sure the animals have plenty of

water, clean cages, observe the animals, and help keep them
healthy. They may design and build habitats, create enrichment
activities, and help train the animals. Zookeepers may help raise
the babies born in the zoo. They often work with veterinarians,
other caretakers, and volunteers. They often take the lead in
educating zookeepers and often answer questions during “Meet
the Keeper” programs.

Zoo veterinarians are doctors who specialize in caring for the exotic and native animals that
live in zoo settings. Veterinarians diagnose sick animals and prescribe medicine. They may
operate on an animal.

Zoologists and wildlife biologists have a specific “animal science” college degree and may
research and publish scientific articles about animals. Zoologists study where animals come
from, sickness in animals, behavior, and their life cycle. Some zoologists collect data in
animals’ native environments to learn more about what affects the animals. Zoologists who
study one animal group have specific names:

Herpetologists study reptiles and amphibians.
Ornithologists study birds.

Mammalogists study mammals.
Ichthyologists study fish.

Entomologists study insects.



Thanks to the extraordinary experts with whom I've been working for their dedication and commitment to
animals in need and for setting a wonderful example for our young readers. —JKC

Thanks to the following people and zoos for sharing their love of animals with us:
John Gomes and Patrick Lampi, Alaska Zoo, Anchorage, AK: www.alaskazoo.org
Patti Clark, Austin Zoo & Animal Sanctuary, Austin, TX: www.austinzoo.org
Jeff Bill, Robyn Johnson, and Carey Riccardone, Maryland Zoo, Baltimore, MD: www.marylandzoo.org
Brint Spencer and Jason Fantuzzi, Turtle Back Zoo, West Orange, NJ: www.turtlebackzoo.org
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